
While funeral luncheons at Saint Rose were suspended for most of 2020, lead coordinator MaryEllen
Mieure is looking forward to the day when the group of responsible and dedicated volunteers can once
again provide this valuable service to family and friends of the deceased.
 
“Our team of volunteers have so much compassion for those who are grieving,” she says. “We all have had
deaths in our families so we understand what everyone is going through. Our volunteers know how
rewarding it is to be of service to people during this most difficult time. The grieving are often
overwhelmed. If we can ease their minds and give them a little more time to relax and enjoy a meal
surrounded by those who care, then we have fulfilled our ministry.” 
 
MaryEllen knows this tension from personal experience—the deaths of her father, mother and sister all
occurred in the suburbs of Chicago. “The churches in that area did not   provide funeral luncheons; we
were on our own,” she says. “While we were planning the funerals we had to work out all the details of the
luncheon, including finding the venue. My mother died around Christmas; locating a facility to handle the
luncheon during the holidays was a terrible experience. I just wanted to plan the funeral and focus on
Mom. I didn’t want to figure out the location or what people were going to eat or who to invite. At Saint
Rose, the parish takes on those responsibilities. The family doesn’t have to worry because we do it all for
them.”
 
All the details are worked out during a meeting with Brian Hindt, pastoral associate. The luncheon site is
the Parish Center, which has space to seat 180. Food is supplied by a single caterer. A general estimate of
attendance is all that is necessary. The parish staff and the volunteers have a long history of making things
work even if more people show up than are expected. It is a Saint Rose stewardship example of Loaves and
Fishes.
 
“When the family comes in after the funeral and sits down you can just see how relieved they are,” says
MaryEllen. “That calmness remains with me when I go home. It’s   almost like God shined a light on me
and said this is my area to contribute. This ministry touches my heart when I see families focusing on the
love and support of each other while sharing a meal. A prayer has been answered.”
 
MaryEllen cites the need for more funeral luncheon volunteers. “It is a rewarding experience to work on a
team of caring individuals who will guide newcomers through the service. For a time commitment of four
hours or less whenever you are available, you will bring comfort to grieving families and leave with a great
sense of satisfaction by helping.” 
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